Subject:  Art and Journal Project for Let the River Run Silver Again!
The Big Idea:  This lesson allows students to read a non-fiction book and then translate what they learned into a comic strip of their own design. The books events could also be summarized as a journal entry.
Goal:  Students will read Let The Rivers Run Silver Again, a factual record of how one school helped reintroduce shad (fish) into the Potomac River near Washington DC.  After reading, students will create a comic strip/page that will re-tell the story in simpler format.  Or they could create a journal entry summarizing the book and the history of the shad project.  

Suggested Time:  2 hours for reading the book.  2 hours for comic strip.  (Since students will be able to do this assignment over Spring Break, monitoring their actual time will not be possible.  Teachers are encouraged to use their best judgment in approving time claimed.)
Learning Objectives:
1. The students will read an age-level appropriate non-fiction book.

2. The students will process what they have read and translate this into their own words and pictures.

3. The students will be able to create a comic strip with pictures and dialog based on the book or the students will be able to create a journal entry in their own words summarizing the history of the shad project. 
4. The students will be able to give 3 examples of ways that the students in the book impacted the Potomac River.  
Important Note for Teacher Preparation:

1. Each school will have a classroom set of 30 copies of Let The River Run Silver Again by Sandy Burk 
2. This book is probably most appropriate for strong readers

Materials and Equipment:

Let The River Run Silver Again (classroom sets available) – 
2006 Green Earth Book Award Winner, 2005 Izaak Walton League’s
 Conservation Book of the Year (Adult and Youth)

Comic strip “story train” sheets

Procedure:
1. Explain to students that they are getting a nonfiction science book to read. They story of a fifth grade classes that dd to help shad (fish) return to the Potomac River.  They actually grew fish eggs in their classroom!

2. Read this book yourselves to gain a better understanding of your shad project and to talk to students about it.

3. Explain to students that they are raising American shad too and like the students in the book they will actually make a difference in the health of the Potomac River.
4. Tell students the basics of the book:  shad used to be the most common fish in Potomac river, but they were overfished and about 15 years ago, there were none in the river.  (graph, p. 32).  Some fifth graders wanted to know what had happened to the fish and how they could help. (photo, p.11)  They talked to the US Fish and Wildlife Service who helped them harvest fish eggs and try to raise fish in their classroom! (photo, p. 16)  What happened is in the rest of the book that you can read for yourselves!
5. Have students read this book over Spring Break, or other time period during the semester and complete the comic strip to share with the class. 

6. Students also document the book as a journal entry.

II. Teacher Assignment

a. Teachers are encouraged to choose students who may actually complete the assignment so that the books can be shared.  
b. This book is probably most appropriate for strong readers

c. This assignment can be continued over the remainder of the school year with students who you feel can handle the reading.  Teachers can assign the amount of time “earned” by each student based on your knowledge of their abilities. 

d. Teachers will provide the book and story train sheets for chosen students. 

Assessment:

Review shad biology and history and use the assessment questions sheet to assess how much the students are retaining.  
Journaling:  If students prefer, they can journal about the book rather than doing the comic strip.
Additional:

Create a quilt square mural to depict protecting the Chesapeake Bay:  fish and critters that live in the bay, types pollution going into the water, trees along a river bank, etc.  Use iron on crayons for batik, vinyl banner from Oriental Trading, (IN-42/1333
Design Your Own Vinyl Sign Banner $3.95 OR IN-56/9169 Design Your Own Canvas 12” Banners $7.95 for 12--3 or more $6.95),  15” bandanas from www.bandannas.com ($2.95/dz)

*For an example of artwork, please contact Sandy Burk at sandyburk2@aol.com.

