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Living Classrooms of the National Capital Region

Frequently Asked Birthday Party Questions

How many staffers teach the birthday party?

A minimum of two well trained educators will be there to make sure your child’s birthday part is a great success!

Some of the parents are little wary about just dropping their child off at a party.  What can they do?
Your birthday party is being conducted by trained staffers.  Parents should feel safe about leaving them under their supervision for the duration of the party.  Children are never left unsupervised during the birthday party.  Parents of the partygoers are strongly encouraged to drop their child off.  Parents/guardians of the birthday child must stay and are responsible for supervising children after the party has concluded. 
What is the difference between the Historic Schoolhouse and the Stables at Glen Echo Park?

The Historic Schoolhouse is a historical property managed by Living Classrooms.  It is a one room schoolhouse where our animals are housed in the winter.  It is more a classroom set up than our exhibit space at Glen Echo Park.  If your child is fascinated with animals, then this is the perfect spot to host your party!  Our Glen Echo site is a great spot for a little explorer.  Our interior exhibit is currently a temperate forest.  Your child will be able to climb through a larger-than-life sized ant hill and explore the tree slide!  Both spaces are equally ideal for a birthday party.  

What happens if it rains?
Our parties happen rain or shine!  Children should be dressed appropriately.  
Can I bring decorations?

Decorations such as balloons, piñatas, or streamers are not permitted at any location in accordance with National Park Service rules.  

Do I need to bring a tablecloth?

We cover our tables in butcher paper for children to decorate.  
What if I want to bring bottles of soda to go along with the cake?

Please only bring juiceboxes or small individual water bottles.  
What if my child is afraid of the animals?

It is perfectly normal for your child to be a little scared of our animals.  They are all very used to be around kids.  We are very gentle with our animals and are held by a trained educator at all times.  If your child does not want to meet an animal, we can simply observe them in their enclosures.  Also, if any of the guests do not want to meet an animal, they do not have to.  We believe in “challenge by choice.”  After children meet the animals, they are immediately given hand-sanitizer to prevent any germs being spread!
What is the flow of the birthday party?  

When your party guests arrive, they’ll be allowed to look around the exhibit space and start decorating a birthday banner for the birthday child.  When all the guests have arrived, they will be gathered into a circle to discuss the theme of the day.  We’ll go through an educational activity, which varies due to theme and dive head first into a fun and engaging craft.  After everyone washes up, we meet 3-4 live animals.  We then take an exciting hike down to the creek, led by our knowledgeable educators.  When the hike has concluded, the party guests will sit to enjoy their cake.  Your guests are bound to go home tired and happy!
What if I want to bring additional food?

Additional foods such as pizza, ice cream, and crumbly snacks are not permitted.  

What if I need to cancel my party?

Programs cancelled more than a month in advance of the event date will result in no cost.  Programs cancelled less than a month in advance of the event date will cost half the original amount.  Programs cancelled less than two weeks in advance of the event date will cost the full amount.

How do I confirm what date I have?

After sending in your registration form, you will hear from one of our staffers.  They’ll confirm the date and time with you, as well as send you a contract.  You’ll need to sign and return this.  

What are the time slots available?  

For our Stables at Glen Echo Park (7300 MarArthur Blvd, Glen Echo, MD), the only time available is 3:30-5pm
For our Historic Schoolhouse (4954 MacArthur Blvd, NW, Washington, DC), times available are: 11:00-12:30pm, 1:00-2:30pm, 3:30-5:00pm

