Schools in Schools Program
Daily Responsibilities

1. Complete “Water Quality Targets and Daily Log” sheet. Any problems with the water quality must be corrected immediately. Acceptable ranges are as follows:


pH: 6.8 to 7.4

Ammonia: less than 1 ppm

Nitrate: less than 40 ppm

Temperature: 64(F to 70(F


Chlorine/Chloramine: 0 ppm


Any changes made to the tank (such as adding Ammolock, pH up, etc) should be recorded on the data sheet. Don’t forget – chemicals should be added to the lower reservoir (trash can), not the upper reservoir (16-gallon tub).
2. Siphon out all the eggs from the egg chamber, allowing students to separate the dead eggs from the live ones. Place the live eggs back in the egg chamber. Record the amount of dead eggs on the “Water Quality Targets and Daily Log” sheet, then discard them.

3. Monitor the 2-liter bottles of ice. Depending on the temperature in your classroom, you may need to change these bottles out as often as every hour.

Note: Keep at least a 5 gallon bucket of clean, de-chlorinated water on hand to add to the tank whenever the water level gets low or there is a problem and water is lost from the tank. Check this water daily to ensure the chemical balance is correct.
