Schools in School

How to Add Shad Eggs to Your Tank

Putting Your Eggs in the System
 

As soon as you get to school (it’s recommended that you go to school from the pick-up site), place the entire bag of eggs, closed, into the upper reservoir so that it's floating. This allows the temperature in the bag to begin to match the temperature in the bucket. Open up the bag every 15 minutes and pour in a little water (a half to one cup) from the upper reservoir. Continue until the temperature inside the bag matches the temperature inside the upper bucket. 

While you’re waiting for the temperature to adjust, position your fish net underneath the spout of the egg chamber. This will keep any eggs from falling into the reservoir when you add them to the chamber. Make sure the bottom of the net is slightly submerged so that your eggs aren’t hanging in the air id they come out of the chamber.
When the temperatures match, you're ready to start adding your eggs to the egg chamber. Turn down the rate of flow and remove the transparent pipe from the egg chamber (the one hooked to the hosing) and attach it to the side so water is now running directly into the upper reservoir instead of into the egg chamber. Pour all the water out of the egg chamber, carefully and slowly pour your eggs into the chamber, then replace the transparent pipe. You’ll need to readjust the rate of flow; there should be enough water flowing into the chamber to keep the eggs rolling slightly, but not enough to shoot them out of the chamber and not so little that they're barely moving. 
You will most likely have eggs spilling out into your fish net until you get the flow just right. This is not a problem – just place them back in the chamber and continue to monitor as the day goes on, slowing down the water until the eggs are moving in the chamber but not coming out the spout.
   

Sorting Eggs
 

From here on out you and your students need to be diligent about removing dead eggs. Your shad binders have colored photos of live and dead eggs, so take a look so you know what you're watching for. You will have dead eggs, this is normal and expected. You need to remove the dead eggs as soon as possible, checking in both the morning and afternoon. 
· Use a turkey baster to suck all the eggs out of the egg chamber each day. You can then pour the eggs into petri dishes and have your students separate dead from live.

· Suck the live ones up and place them back in the egg chamber. 
· Using a graduated cylinder, measure the amount of dead eggs you get each day. You won't get every single dead egg out, but the more you can the better. 

· Use the “Water Quality Targets and Daily Log” sheet to record how many dead eggs your students pulled from the system. 
· The importance of good record keeping cannot be stressed enough, both to give students an appreciation of collecting scientific data and to help in the restoration process. 

