MY SHAD STORY
For the shad project.

By: 
Insert your favorite picture of shad above.
American shad (Alosa sapidissima) is the largest herring in the world. It is a very important animal to the ecosystem of the Potomac River. Our school is helping to bring them back. This year we raised and released shad into the Potomac River.

This is our fish tank. It holds over 45 gallons of water and is made of two trash cans and a frame with a pump system. The baby shad hatch in an egg hatching jar on the side.

We filled the tank with water and treated the water so that all of the chlorine was removed. We added bio-balls to the lower tank and bacteria to the lower tank to treat the water for our fish.  Each day we monitored the tank’s water to make sure it was like the river water of the Potomac.

This year shad eggs were collected on the Potomac and brought to our classroom. We received ____ eggs. We put them into the egg hatching jar. This is what the eggs looked like.

After ____ days our shad eggs hatched. Baby shad swam from the egg hatching jar into the tub on the top of the system. This is what they looked like.
A few days after our fish hatched we released them into the Potomac River at __________________________________________. We released ______ fish.

From the Park the shad will swim over 1,500 miles to the waters off of Maine and Canada to grow up. They will return in 3-4 years to lay their eggs in the Potomac.

Animals that feed on shad and will benefit from our project include osprey, striped bass, and bottlenose dolphin.

Native Americans depended on shad for food. Some Native Americans called the Mattoponi in Virginia still net the shad for food. Shad are eaten by people all over the Washington area.
American shad are now returning to the Potomac. We can all do a lot to help clean the river for returning shad. We can help keep runoff and trash out of the river by planting native plants, picking up trash along our streams and neighborhoods, and applying fertilizer to our lawns correctly. 

My activity to help clean up the river is:
