Schools in Schools

Release Information for Teachers

What to bring to the release:
· Your test kits if you’re interested in testing the river’s water

· Your fry (not on ice!!!)
· Data collected on dead eggs and number of fry being released

· Sunscreen and water if it’s a hot day

In the classroom:

· Close the valve leading to the lower resevoir and turn off the water flowing into the upper reservoir.

· Use a cup to scoop as many fry out of the tank as possible, pouring the water gently into a light-colored bucket or cooler (you may need more than one bucket, depending on the number of fry and size of bucket). When you’ve gotten most of them in the bucket, you can use the brine shrimp net to siphon the remaining fry out of the reservoir. You do not need to empty all the water out of the reservoir, just all the fry.
· If you still have eggs that haven’t hatched but are alive, include them in the bucket to be taken to the release.

· Put the lid on the bucket and keep the bucket as cool as possible on the way to the release site.

At the release site:

· A staff member will meet you in the parking lot and walk with you and your students down to the river. Bring the buckets of fry with you and place them, unopened, in the water so they are one quarter to one half submerged. This will allow the temperature of the water in the bucket to begin to equal the temperature of the water in the river.

· Have the students take the temperature of the river water and the temperature of the water in their fry buckets. Using the plastic cups, add river water to the fry buckets, one cup at a time, waiting a few minutes after each additional cup, until the temperature of the bucket and the temperature of the river match (within 2(). This is also the time to do your river water quality tests, if you so desire.

· Once the temperatures match, each child can scoop up a cup of water (and, presumably, fry), line up along the bank, and, on the count of three, pour the water and fry carefully into the river.

