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Shipboard Program
Frequently Asked Questions
What programs are available?

Shipboard Programs run educational trips on board one of our two Chesapeake Bay buy boats, the M/V Half Shell and the M/V Mildred Belle. Students participate in hands-on learning activities while navigating our local rivers.  We also host overnight camping trips that include educational programs on the boat, at the campsite, and in the surrounding environment. 
What will the students do on a boat trip? 

On the boat, students will spend the majority of their time rotating through a number of hands-on stations that teach them about the local ecosystem and watershed.  Stations include: trawl net fishing, clam dissection, aquatic life identification, plankton sampling, navigation, water quality testing, benthic sampling, and buoyancy.  In addition, each student will have a chance to drive the boat! The activities are hosted by three experienced educators and the ship’s captain. 
What will the students do on a camping trip?

Our camping programs include a trip on one of our historic Chesapeake Bay buy boats, on-land thematic activities, and a chance to spend the night at a regional campsite such as Leesylvania State Park.  Programming at the campsite is determined by the goals and themes of the class attending.  We currently offer wilderness survival and Native American programs, and have a variety of team-building activities as well.  Canoeing, hiking, and campfires are also often included on camping trips.  For camping trips, all camping gear (including tents), transportation, the boat trip, and food are included in the cost of the trip.
What are the times are available?  

We are available to run education programs Monday-Friday from March 15th – November 15th, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. Trips may be scheduled for a half day (3-hours) or full day (5 hours). A trip on each boat may be scheduled for each time slot.  Camping trips are available for booking both during the week and on weekends. 

What are the trip fees? 
Half-Day:    $20/student
Full-Day:     $40/student
Camping:   $100/student/night

Boat Trips require a minimum of 20 students or equivalent fee. Camping Trips require minimum of 15 students or equivalent fee.  
Do you offer any scholarships?

Thanks to our generous supporters, we are able to offer scholarship funds to subside shipboard field trips. Please inquire when making your shipboard reservation. 
How many chaperones do I need to bring?

We require one adult chaperone for every 10 students.  Chaperones and teachers are required to remain with students at all times, and are responsible for student behavior.  Additional chaperones are allowed to participate as space allows.  

What ages and how many students can be accommodated?

Shipboard runs programs for students in grades 3 and up. Half Shell can accommodate up to 30 students and 4 chaperones per boat trip. Mildred Belle can accommodate 28 students and 4 chaperones per boat trip. Day trips require a minimum of 20 students or equivalent fee, and camping trips require a minimum of 15 students or equivalent fee. 
Where are you located?

Our boats are docked at Diamond Teague Park, located on the Southeast waterfront in Washington, DC.  Our boats can also travel down the Potomac River to accommodate counties further south in Maryland or Virginia.  

How do we get there?

Bus: Buses can drop students at Diamond Teague Park (100 Potomac Ave, SE, Washington, DC 20003), and we will meet you at the curb. Directions will be provided in your confirmation packet. 

Metro Rail/Bus: The Navy Yard metro stop on the Green line is only a ten minute walk from Diamond Teague Park. A shipboard staff member will meet you outside of the station and lead you to the marina.  Please contact a staff member to make arrangements to be met at a metro bus.  
Is there time for lunch?

On full day trips, we will take a break for lunch in the middle of the day.  Please remind your students to bring a lunch on the day of your trip.  For half day trips, students may eat lunch before or after the trip in an area adjacent to the marina.
What happens on rainy / cold days?

Our boat trips run rain or shine!  Students should dress appropriately. Waterproof rain gear is available for students on the boats. On colder days, students should be prepared to be outside all day by dressing in layers and bringing hats and gloves. In the event of school closings due to inclement weather, we will work with you to reschedule the program.

How do I confirm my boat trip date?

Once your trip reservation with credit card information has been received, we will send you a confirmation email, which will include a trip itinerary, permission slips and directions. 

What if I need to cancel?

Programs cancelled more than a month in advance of the event date will be given a 100% refund.  Programs cancelled less than a month in advance of the event date will be given a 50% refund.  Programs cancelled less than two weeks in advance of the event date will not be refunded.
How do I contact Living Classrooms on the day of the trip?

For booking and trip preparation questions, please call the Living Classrooms office at 202-488-0627, ext. 242. On the day of your trip, please call the Half Shell’s mobile phone at 202-384-4826 or Mildred Belle’s mobile phone at 410-409-1287.
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