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Sweetwater Tavern Wins Two Medals at the Great American Beer FestivalSM
GABF Medals are among the most difficult to garner in U.S. Brewing World.

Falls Church, VA • October 5, 2009 – Sweetwater Tavern recently claimed a gold and a bronze medal at the 2009 Great American Beer Festival Competition, the largest national beer competition recognizing the most outstanding beers produced in the United States today. The top three winners in the competition’s 78 beer-style categories were announced September 26 at the 28th Annual Great American Beer Festival Awards Ceremony held at the Colorado Convention Center in Denver, Colorado.  
Sweetwater Tavern was recognized with a Gold Medal in the Rye beer-style category for its Crazy Jackass Ale, a German style rye beer with a spicy banana aroma.  This ale also won a gold medal in 2007 and a silver medal in the same category in 2005.  Sweetwater Tavern also received a Bronze Medal in the Belgian-style Witbier Category at this year’s GABF.  The Bronze Medal was awarded to Sweetwater Tavern for Wit’s End Ale, a Belgian style “White Ale” spiced with orange and coriander.  The Wit’s End Ale had also received previous recognition at the GABF, garnering a Silver Medal in 2006.
“This is an outstanding accomplishment for anyone in the brewing world,” says Nick Funnell, Head Brewer at Sweetwater Tavern and Great American Restaurants.  “We are really excited to receive this kind of recognition by winning not just one, but two medals!” he continues.  Funnell adds, “Our Gold Medal winner, Crazy Jackass Ale, will be on tap at all three Sweetwater Tavern locations around Thanksgiving.”
Great American Restaurants’ beers are available at Sweetwater Tavern, which is a restaurant/microbrewery located in Centreville, Merrifield and Sterling, Virginia.  Each location specializes in fresh, crisp homemade beer brewed on the premises.   

Great American Restaurants is a locally owned company that operates ten restaurants and one bakery in Northern Virginia including Artie’s, Best Buns Bread Co., Carlyle, Coastal Flats (two), Jackson’s Mighty Fine Food & Lucky Lounge, Mike’s “American,” Silverado and Sweetwater Tavern (three).   
The 2009 Great American Beer Festival Competition winners were selected by an international panel of brewing experts from an impressive field of 3,308 entries received from 495 U.S. breweries. More than 1,400 breweries were invited to compete.  “The Great American Beer Festival is the premier beer competition for the American beer industry,” says Nancy Johnson, Festival Director. “Winning a medal, no matter if gold, silver or bronze, is truly an accomplishment.”

For more Great American Beer Festival Competition information, the 2009 winners’ list and photos, visit http://www.GreatAmericanBeerFestival.com. 
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