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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Shad Program 2009
WHAT:
The Shad Program will involve nearly 4,000 students from 53 schools in the Washington, DC metropolitan area in raising American shad and releasing them in the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers.


In partnership with the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin (ICPRB), Anacostia Watershed Society (AWS), Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Virginia Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund, and Mirant Mid Atlantic, Living Classrooms of the National Capital Region is implementing its annual Shad Program (formerly known as “Schools in Schools”) working with schools in Maryland, Virginia, and the District.


Over the course of one month, thousands of students will raise American shad in their classrooms and then release them into the Potomac River. The eggs will be harvested by Biologist Jim Cummins from the ICPRB, accompanied by teachers and students. Together, students and watermen will take adult shad out of the water, retrieve their eggs, and fertilize them by the millions.


The program began in March with teacher training provided by Living Classrooms educators.  Participating school teachers were given equipment for students to begin building their hatchery systems, which will be the home for the eggs.  A hatchery, or a shad system, is made out of a 2 x 4 wood frame, a 32 gallon trash can and a 16 gallon utility tube along with other equipment.  This year, Living Classrooms and program partners have trained 64 local teachers and 26 volunteers.


In late April or early May, the eggs will arrive.  Students will begin to closely monitor their growth inside the system to make sure as many eggs hatch into fry as possible. This involves students checking water temperature, chlorine, nitrates, ammonia and pH.

After spending one week monitoring their tank and witnessing their eggs hatch into fry, students will release their homegrown shad at various release points including Great Falls Park, Mirant’s Chalk Point facility and the Old Port of Bladensburg in Maryland; and Occoquan Bay National Wildlife Refuge in Virginia.  

WHEN:
During the months of March-May 2009. Program will culminate with students coming together to release their shad at local designated release points on May 1 (with a back-up date of May 8).

WHERE:
Students will raise shad in their classrooms. The final release points include: Great Falls Park, Mirant’s Chalk Point facility and the Old Port of Bladensburg in Maryland; and Occoquan Bay National Wildlife Refuge in Virginia
WHY:
Living Classroom provides meaningful, job-training, hands-on education, and enrichment programs to over 18,000 youth annually. The Shad Program is one program that directly involves students in an environmental restoration project, utilizing a variety of academic and real-world skills and knowledge.  By the end of the program, students understand that their work will continue to benefit shad and their local watershed in the future.

WHO:
Living Classrooms of the National Capital Region is facilitating this experience, sponsored by the aforementioned partners. A list of the 53 participating schools is attached to this release.
*Media who wish to cover the event and story should contact John Dillow.

Contact:
John Dillow 


Executive Director
(202) 488-0627 x.224 

(410) 952-6620 (cell)

 jdillow@livingclassroomsdc.org      
or 

Jeanette O’Connor

Shad Program Director

(202) 488-0627 x 226

(703)678-6893 (cell)

joconnor@livingclassroomsdc.org
Participating Schools (the numbers next to school names indicate how many classes we are serving at the school)

PG County Schools:

Vansville ES (2)

Laurel HS (1)

Greenbelt ES (2)

Charles Carroll MS (2)

James Madison MS (2)

Robert Goddard Montessori School (6)

Robert Goddard Fench Immersion School (2)

Berwyn Heights ES (1)

Northwestern HS (1)

Parkdale HS (2)

Laurel ES (2)

Scotchtown Hills ES (2)

Bond Mills ES (2)

John Hansen Montessori School (1)

Lincoln PCS (1)

Montgomery County Schools:

Poolesville SHS (1)

Sligo Creek ES (1)

Chevy Chase ES (1)

Westbrook ES (1)

McClean School (1)

Roberto Clemente MS (1)

Chelsea School (2)

Garrett Park ES (1)

Piney Branch ES (1)

DC Schools:

St. Peter's Interparish School (1)

LaSalle ES (2)

Sidwell Friends (1)

Maret School (1)

National Cathedral School (1)

St. John's College HS (1)

LAMB PCS (1)

Stuart Hobson MS (4)

Bruce-Monroe ES (1)

Ferebee-Hope ES (1)

W.B. Patterson ES (1)

Thompson ES (1)

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School (1)

Virginia schools:

Hayfield Secondary (1)

South County Secondary (3)

Waples Mill ES (3)

Springhill ES (1)

Key MS (1)

West Sprinfield HS (1)

Carl Sandburg MS (2)

Daniels Run ES (1)

Thoreau MS (1)

Lake Braddock MS (1)

Fort Hunt ES (1)

Union Mill ES (1)

Drew Model Montessori School (1)

Taylor ES (1)

